Cross-cultural investigation of representations about a moral person
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Abstract 

The methods of cross-cultural investigation of the implicit intellectualism conceptions (Azuma & Kashiwagi, 1987, Smirnova, 1997) was modified to investigate the moral conceptions. Compiling the questionnaire we also used the "action" conception as an implicit judgement (Rubinstein, 1973).  To analyse the stories about "the action that proves a person as a moral one indeed" we used microsemantic analysis (Brushlinsky, 1979, Volovikova, 2003).  Russian senior pupils, students and adults from Moscow and Smolensk (in total 800 people) demonstrated mostly similar representations of a moral prototype which are conditioned by cultural traditions. Factor analysis helped to reveal generation specificity of a moral prototype. We've started the same investigation among Yakut people (Sakha Republic). The investigation (545 respondents) showed that describing a moral person Yakuts included specific characteristics of traditional Yakut culture: the expectation that nature affects everybody's life, giving assistance for the old and the weak, respect for other people and self-esteem, the culture of keeping silence and other.

THE  PROBLEM

Taking into account the specificity of ethnological and cultural peculiarities in a cross-cultural investigation turns out to be a serious problem. The thorough translation of questionnaire forms from one language to another do not solve this problem because the features of culture influence on the contents of questions. 

The definite details and specific peculiarities of culture are very important when social representations of moral standards and rules are investigated. On the one hand, these rules accepted by society are much common among different nations, on the other hand, they contain specific distinctions to be regarded for in cross-cultural comparison. 

THE  METHODS

The notified problem finds its solution in the method suggested by Japanese psychologists (Azuma & Kashiwagi, 1987) which helps to reveal the descriptors of an intelligent person. By this method Smirnova-Aleksandrova (Smirnova, 1996, 1997, 2003,2004) carried out her investigation of social representations of an intelligent person in Russia. We applied this method to investigate social representations of a moral person (Volovikova, Grenkova, Morskova, 1996; Volovikova, Grenkova, 1997; Grenkova-Dikevich, 1999; Volovikova, 2000, 2002, 2004; Eliseeva, 2004). Regarding the specific character of the cultures we studied we made several additions to the method: while investigating Yakut and Russian people – by asking them to describe a definite deed of a moral person, while investigating Yakut – by clinical interview (Piajet, 1932). Besides factor analysis we applied qualitative one as well: content-analysis and microsemantic analysis (Brushlinsky, 1979, Volovikova, 2003). The descriptor’s search was separate for Russian and Yakut selections. In Sakha Republic the whole investigation was carried out in two languages – Russian and Yakut (by respondent’s wish), in Moscow and Smolensk – in Russian.

THE INVESTIGATION

Traditionally the investigation consists of two stages. On the first stage respondents described freely someone whom they know personally and whom they consider to be highly moral. From these texts by frequency method we picked out the descriptors the respondents used for describing a moral person. On the basis of descriptors we got we compiled a questionnaire which was filled by another group of respondents on the second stage. The results of investigations carried out in two different cultures were compared by factor analysis.

The descriptions of a definite deed proving that a given person is really a highly moral one received qualitative analysis (content-analysis and microsemantic analysis).  In total the investigation occupied more than 800 Russian people (Moscow and Smolensk citizens) and 545 Yakut people (the inhabitants of central regions in Sakha republic): senior pupils, students and representatives of other age and status groups. The outcome of factor analysis is given here partially – only of youth’s group.

THE  FACTOR  ANALYSIS  OUTCOME  (youth)

	Smolensk

respondents – 100

average age – 21 y.o.

male – 50

female – 50
	Moscow

Respondents – 106

average age – 24 y.o.

male – 36

female – 70
	Sakha Republic

respondents – 136

average age – 22 y.o.

male – 81

female – 55


	Factor 1 – 

cultural-cognitive 

(11,2 %)

Intellectual

Well-conducted

A man of culture

Tactful

Delicate

Erudite

Well-read

Factor 2 – receptive social

competence (7 %)

Trustworthy

Able to hear out

Has respect for other people

Helps in need

Thrifty

Factor 3 – communicative 

(6,1 %)

A good mixer

With sense of humour

Jovial

Dresses well

Can give advice

Factor 4 – personal

responsibility 

(5,1 %)

Responsible

Conscientious 

Industrious

Keeps one’s word

Does not let out a secret

Factor 5 – benevolence 

(4,4 %)

Kind

Well-wishing

Of ready sympathy

Not wicked

Able to forgive 

Factor 6 – social support (3,4 %)

Reliable

Disinterested

Not greedy


	.66

.66

.65

.64

.58

.54

.54

.55

.49

.47

.46

.54

.61

.61

.58

.55

.54

.76

.60

.59

.54

.47

.68

.65

.59

.57

.47

.62

.62

.54


	Factor 1 –receptive social competence 

(13,8 %)

Keeps one’s word

Does not let out a secret

Fair

Does not betray

Does not gossip

Factor 2 – communicative 

(9,6 %)

A good mixer

Courageous

Generous

With sense of humour

Factor 3 – well manners (5,9 %)

Cultured 

Tactful

Intellectual

Observes etiquette

Factor 4 – cognitive (5%)

Well-educated

Intelligent

Well-read

Factor 5 – personal

responsibility 

(4,4 %)
Responsible

Conscientious

Industrious

Factor 6 – decency (4,1 %)

Neat

Respectful to the old

Thrifty

Doesn’t use foul language

Does not steal


	.71

.58

.58

.56

.49

.66

.66

.58

.57

.73

.69

.62

.57

.76

.74

.43

.61

.61

.56

.69

.56

.51

.51

.43


	Factor 1 – 

social-cultural

(13,4 %)

Affable

Doesn’t break the trees,doesn’t pollute lakes

Cultured

Doesn’t shout in the forest, in the

Mountains

Jovial

Able to listen to somebody

Sober-minded

Even-tempered

Sensitive

Shares one’s know- ledge with others

Factor 2 – cognitive-volitional

(6,8%)
A good specialist/ pupil

Intelligent

Well-educated

Purposeful

Optimist

Factor 3 – self-esteem (5,8 %)

Has self-respect

Able to schedule one’s own time 

Properly

Industrious

Cares about one’s health

Patient

Honest

Factor 4 – positive social role

(5,6 %)
A good friend

A good parent/ son/ daughter

Patient

Factor 5 – communicative tact (5,2 %)
Does not abuse animals

Does not talk scandal behind 

smb.’s back

Able to keep silent at a proper moment
	.75

.71

.59

.58

.58

.

56

.53

.53

.49

.45

.68

.63

.63

.55

.47

.65

.62

.62

.51

.51

.45

.68

.58

.48

.77

.57

.51


In general the results of factor analysis show that:

- representations of a moral person are common for two groups of Russian respondents (Smolensk and Moscow);

- social representations of a moral person among Yakut people have specific features which follows from: a) considerably respectful attitude to nature and its phenomena and b) considerate interpersonal relations – self-esteem and respect for another personality.

THE  QUALITATIVE  ANALYSIS  OUTCOME

In general the qualitative analysis (content-analysis and microsemantic analysis) of the stories about definite actions “proving that a described person is really a moral one” confirmed the results of factor analysis and revealed some important details as well. 

Russian respondents describe the actions where a moral person behaves according to moral standards basing on his/her high ethic principles, on conscience. Despite some circumstances that urge a personality on breaking moral laws he/she resists this pressure and due to it sets an example of moral behaviour for other people.

Yakut people describe the deeds concerning people’s assistance to each other. The microsemantic analysis of clinical interview has revealed that in the course of conversation respondents of the oldest age group (traditions keepers) don’t break the main values of Yakut culture: respectful attitude to other people, culture of silence – considerate and delicate attitude to a pronounced word; they don’t interrupt an interlocutor, let somebody speak first, keep to pauses in their speech, try not to talk spiteful things about others.

�  Presented at 28th International Congress of Psychology (ICP2004). Beijing, China, August 8-13, 2004. Program Book, p. 285, reg. N 4028.2.
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